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April 3, 2003

Presentatién to Environmental Protection Agency Secretary Whitman

Subject: Don’t Weaken Clean Air Protections, Drop the “Senior Death Discount”

My name is Joan M. Deguire:
I am speaking today as the Florida Representative of Rep America --- Republicans for
Environmental Protection.

We have been concerned because this administration has exhiﬁited a tendency of catering
to the large corporations and industry and has shown a lack of concern for our
environment.

The EPA has the power and responsibility to implement the provisions of the Clean Air

Act. Why isn’t it happening? Why do our citizens continue to suffer from emes
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Commerce tells our disappearing tourist trade. Their brochures never mention the
decrepit old power plants that have outlived their life expectency but are still belching
black soot out of their stacks. Finally, after years of threats and public intervention they
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Under the Bushmm//stratmn approach, the so called “Clean Skies Initiative” pollutéga
would be allowed to emit more of the smog and soot forming pollution over a longer

period of time than the current law. The-Administration*sair pollution bill-introduced-in-

Congress last month proposed to ex% % plants, the Targest industrial source of air ___——— 7

pollution from Clean dqjays.Would be
required ed to-eoffic into compliance with national air quality stan

Thc EPA use of a new cost-benefit methodology used when evaluating a given public
health protection is worthwhile/ The Bush Administration’s proposed formula assumes a
value for saving the life of someone over retirement age at just 63% of the value of
saving the life of a younger person. Justifying the relaxation of public health protections
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because of a calculation that a semor citizen’s life is worth 63% of a younger American’s
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Once the Administration had determined the lower acceptable level of pollution for any

site it would be very easy to justify those findings by using mathematical manipulation.

Our environment is in trouble. Very few people in this world are ever in a position to
make a difference. You are in that position -— enforce the laws that the people of this
country supported, enforce and protect a strong Clean Air Act and make us proud of the
Environmental Protection Agency.




